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During the years between 1917 and 1922, they were challenging the dominant categories that were used to communicate the universal human experience such as the ideas of freedom and democracy, and were at work in fashioning their own distinct idioms within the black public sphere. Indeed, the formation of a new politics was strategic and historically contingent; and the application of the concept of the New Negro showed remarkable flexibility and creativity, transgressing boundaries of class and nation, as well as myriad strains within the African American intellectual tradition. What is most striking about New
Negroes' call for a new politics during the wartime and immediate postwar periods was that it animated diverse political actors to navigate the politics of race at local and global levels in order to carve out a space of resistance. intersected in an unlikely fashion with Japan's struggle to achieve racial equality with the "white" nations. During and after the Paris Peace Conference, the diverse constituents of the New Negro movement utilized the case of Japan's race-conscious defiance against the United States, the British empire, and the How African Americans Forged Cross-Racial Solidarity with Japan, 1917 Japan, -1922 French empire. They projected the image of Japan as a race rebel and a racial victim and helped construct the iconography of the Japanese as the New Negro of the Pacific. Such a work of political imagination proved effective in nurturing the distinct ethos of black self-determination among intellectuals and activists with varying ideological and political orientations who worked with concepts of race and nation and enabled the black public sphere to become productive for the articulation of black radicalism. Indeed, this forging of cross-racial solidarity with Japan was all about politics. The trans-Pacific alliance was based on seeing Japan as "a racialized political group rather than a biologically determined racial group."6 As historian Nikhil Pal Singh brilliantly argued in Black Is a Country: challenge colonialism, imperialism, and racism head on and demand the right of Africans to struggle for self-determination and self-government, as promised in the Wilsonian program of internationalism. The adopted resolutions simply asked great powers to "establish a code of laws for the international protection of the natives of Africa, similar to the proposed international code for labor." Moreover, it urged great powers to oversee "the application of these laws to the political, social and economic welfare of the natives" through a permanent organization. [W]hen Nations go to war, they never openly declare what they WANT. They must camouflage their sordid greed behind some sounding phrase like "freedom of the seas," "self determination," "liberty," or "democracy." But only the ignorant millions ever think that those are the real objects of their bloody rivalries. When the war is over, the mask is dropped, and then they seek "how best to scramble at the shearers' feast." It is then that they disclose their real war aims.... Africa's hands are tied, and so tied, she will be thrown upon the peace The Washington Conference reminded Japan of its tenuous status as a "great power." The combination of diplomatic pressures, the need to secure foreign markets for domestic economic growth, and the desire to retain great power status influenced the Japanese decision to concede to the U.S.-led reorganization of East Asian affairs. By the end of the conference, the Japanese had come to accept the new era of imperial diplomacy and gave up much of its wartime gains, There's no country finer
To exploit than China?
The Japs must not get all the cheese.51 Moreover, Randolph and Owen argued that the conference on disarmament was, in fact, designed to arm the world in a new way. They specifically pointed to the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction; "What about poison gas, airplanes, submarines and torpedo boats? These are the modern, more deadly instruments of war. A ton of Lewisite gas is more deadly than the entire American [N]avy."53 The editorial explicitly stated that conditions for disarmament could never be found in the world capitalist system as long as a "bone of contention in trade routes, commerce, concessions, spheres of influence, underdeveloped territories, weaker peoples, cheap land, and cheap labor will ever exist... But while there's money to be got By sending folks off to be shot;
Just keep your side-arms at your hips And hold on to those battleships.
For, my last pair of socks, I'll bet That we are booked for more wars yet.55
In this poem Razafkeriefo adopted complex musical forms and styles and used humor to communicate the dangers of continued armament and how it threatened world peace. He was a master at capturing the ethos of ordinary black working people. Instead of naming weapons of mass destruction and explicitly criticizing Western powers for making the world unsafe for people of color, he named insects, especially those that bite, sting, and suck and cause ill feelings, harm, and pain, to convey the grievances of black people. The lyrics showed evidence of musical styles of the work songs composed by enslaved and free black workers as they performed daily activities.56 conference also emphasized the impact of militarization on the home front. They suggested that the imperialist club's obsession with world domination severely damaged the civilian sector of the U.S. economy and contributed to an increase in living costs and taxes, which burdened ordinary working people, especially racially aggrieved populations. Chandler Owen, for instance, explained that the "apparent desire for peace, however, is not found to be the motivating cause of the conference by students of world politics. We find, on the contrary, that the burdens of taxation for maintaining armies and navies have soared so high that it is no longer possible to shift all of those loads on the working people, but any further assessment must, as they will, fall upon wealth. This, to say the least, is not a rosy anticipation. 
